
INT. CAL-TECH, SHELDON’S OFFICE - DAY1 1

SHELDON is sitting alone at his desk, reading a BOOK titled 
THE ETHICS OF HUMAN CLONING.

Suddenly, the DOOR bursts open and LEONARD slinks inside. He’s 
smiling and out of breath.

LEONARD
I did it, I actually did it!

SHELDON
Oh, Leonard, you finally finished 
your Minecraft model of Hogwarts?

Leonard crosses to the desk.

LEONARD
No, that’s a work in progress.

SHELDON
“Progress” has such a loose 
definition these days. Well, 
you’ve piqued my interest.

Sheldon sets the book down on the desk. Leonard sits across 
from him.

LEONARD
You know those two tickets to 
Comic-Con I managed to score from 
The Android’s Dungeon after that 
employee accidentally scalded my 
face with hot nacho cheese?

SHELDON
Who could forget Cheesergate?

LEONARD
Yes, well Comic-Con starts 
tomorrow so I needed to ask 
someone to go with me...

SHELDON
I’ve already told you I’m not 
interested. A convention center 
filled with thousands of sweaty 
nerds dressed up in terrible 
costumes like there was a garage 
sale at Skywalker Ranch isn’t my 
kind of party.

LEONARD
No, Sheldon, I knew that already.

(MORE)
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LEONARD (CONT’D)
That’s why, once the bandages had 
been removed, I asked someone 
else. That’s what I wanted to tell 
you!

SHELDON
Who did you ask?

Leonard smiles sheepishly.

SHELDON (CONT’D)
You didn’t!

Leonard nods his head vigorously.

SHELDON (CONT’D)
Penny? And she said yes?

LEONARD
(Suavely)

She’s even dressing up.

SHELDON
I must say I expected more from 
Penny.

LEONARD
It took me all day to pluck up the 
courage to ask her.

SHELDON
That’s too bad. And to think, you 
could have used that time to 
finish building Gryffindor Tower. 
Bazinga!

LEONARD
Oh! I just remembered I have to go 
pick up my costume!

Leonard stands and crosses back towards the door.

SHELDON
(Disappointed)

Oh no, you too?

Leonard pauses and turns back to Sheldon.

LEONARD
It’s okay, Penny and I are going 
for a classic cosplay: Star Trek 
the original series.
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SHELDON
Let me guess. You’re Captain Kirk 
and Penny is an Orion slave girl 
in need of some heroism?

LEONARD
I’ll be Mr. Spock, for your 
information, and I didn’t ask 
Penny what she was going to be 
because as soon as I said “Star 
Trek,” her face lit right up and 
she told me she knew exactly what 
to do. I’m telling you, Sheldon, 
she’s the one.

SHELDON
Well it appears our friend across 
the hall has a geeky side we never 
knew.

LEONARD
And hopefully we’ll get to know 
that side much better tomorrow. 
But first I need to be fitted for 
a pair of pointy ears.

Leonard gives Sheldon the Vulcan salute, then exits.

FADE OUT. 

FADE IN TO:

INT. LEONARD AND SHELDON’S APARTMENT - THE NEXT DAY2 2

Leonard is nervously pacing back and forth. He is dressed in 
the blue Starfleet uniform and pointy ears of Mr. Spock, 
though he is still wearing his glasses. 

Sheldon enters from the bedroom, immediately freezes upon 
seeing Leonard, and rolls his eyes, then walks to the kitchen

SHELDON
(Groggily)

I was hoping to be able to miss 
this portion of the day.

Leonard jumps in surprise at Sheldon’s voice.

LEONARD
(Awkwardly)

Oh. Good morning. We’re leaving as 
soon as Penny’s done putting on 
her costume.
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SHELDON
I can barely contain myself.

There is a sharp knock at the door.

LEONARD
There she is!

Leonard lunges for the door and opens it with a big smile on 
his face. RAJ and HOWARD are standing in the doorway, holding 
board games. Leonard’s smile fades. Howard speaks.

HOWARD
We’re happy to see you too, Mr. 
Spock.

They push past Leonard and enter the apartment. Raj points at 
Leonard’s outfit.

RAJ
All dressed for Comic-Con, 
Leonard?

Sheldon laughs.

SHELDON
No, that’s just the uniform of a 
grown man about to be in way over 
his head.

Leonard closes the door.

LEONARD
(Obviously disappointed)

What are you two doing here?

HOWARD
Sheldon invited Kuthrapali and I 
over for a day of board games! We 
are going to settle the everliving 
sheep out of Catan.

LEONARD
Oh, I hope you guys aren’t mad 
that I didn’t ask any of you to 
come with me to Comic-Con.

RAJ
(Sarcastic)

Why would we be mad? There’s 
nothing we would enjoy at Comic-
Con.
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HOWARD
Yeah, why would we want to go to a 
full cast reunion of Firefly?

RAJ
Or a talk from Neil DeGrasse Tyson 
debunking the theoretical 
mechanics of time travel from the 
Back to the Future series?

HOWARD
Or George R.R. Martin’s annual 
Game of Thrones spoiler luncheon 
wherein he bakes the name of the 
next character to be killed off in 
the show into a gigantic pie?

LEONARD
Okay! I’m sorry! I promise not to 
have any fun!

RAJ & HOWARD
(Together)

Good.

There’s a knock at the door. Leonard jumps.

LEONARD
That’s Penny!

SHELDON
No kidding.

HOWARD
Who did she say she’s dressing up 
as? Rainbow Brite? Cheetara?

SHELDON
Apparently she’s chosen her 
favorite character from the Star 
Trek O.S.

HOWARD
Orion slave girl?

SHELDON
Bazinga!

LEONARD
Let’s find out!

Leonard throws open the door. It’s PENNY. She enters wearing 
the extravagant dress and over-the-top hairdo and face paint 
of Queen Amidala from Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom Menace.
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All four men groan loudly. Penny looks suddenly self-
conscious.

PENNY
What is it?

LEONARD
(Nervous)

Nothing. You look great, Penny! 
Very... accurate!

SHELDON
Leonard, what are you talking 
about? She’s clearly dressed in a 
Star Wars costume. Worse, a Star 
Wars prequel.

PENNY
Oh no! I got it wrong?

LEONARD
(Very nervous)

Don’t listen to him. Star Wars, 
Star Trek, it’s all pretty much 
the same!

SHELDON & HOWARD
(Together)

What?!

LEONARD
(Very, very nervous)

We should go.

Leonard starts ushering Penny out the door.

LEONARD (CONT’D)
Bye, guys, we’ll be back on 
Sunday!

PENNY
Bye!

Penny and Leonard exit and shut the door behind them.

RAJ
Poor Penny. She’s in for a rough 
weekend.

HOWARD
Those nerds are going to eat her 
alive.

FADE OUT.

Act break!
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FADE IN TO:

INT. LEONARD AND SHELDON’S APARTMENT - LATER3 3

The Couch and chair have been pushed aside and the kitchen 
table has been placed in the center of the living room. 
Sheldon, Howard, and Raj are seated around the table and are 
all helping to neatly stack the cardboard hexes and wooden 
pieces from the game of Settlers of Catan they just completed. 

SHELDON
Now that we’re warmed up from that 
childishly simple game of Catan, I 
hope you all came prepared to play 
a real game.

HOWARD
A real game? Not Risk again. 
Nobody actually likes Risk, 
Sheldon.

RAJ
Wallowitz is right. If you try to 
pull that Australia move again I 
will turn to violence.

SHELDON
Risk? Really? You two think I 
invited you over to play a game 
about mere world domination?

Sheldon laughs to himself in a megalomaniacal sort of way.

SHELDON (cont’d)
No no no. I have my eyes on a 
bigger prize. How does the entire 
galaxy sound?

Sheldon lifts a GIGANTIC BOX from his lap and drops it with a 
thud onto the table. The art on the box features spaceships, 
snake people, and a character with the head of a lion.

SHELDON (cont’d)
I give you Twilight Imperium.

RAJ
No!

HOWARD
You monster!

RAJ
It’s the longest game of all time!

(MORE)
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RAJ (CONT’D)
People have died trying to get 
through it!

HOWARD
(Out of breath)

I don’t think I can stay, Sheldon. 
I have a... appointment, like with 
a doctor...

Howard stands to leave. He rushes for the door.

SHELDON
Not so fast, Wallowitz.

Sheldon pulls out his phone, hits the screen, and a loud 
LOCKING NOISE is heard.

Howard reaches the door and finds that he can’t escape. He 
turns back to Sheldon, trapped.

HOWARD
How?

SHELDON
I installed a bluetooth enabled 
arduino-powered actuator to the 
deadbolt. The only way to open it 
now is through my phone or old-
fashioned key.

HOWARD
You’re a sick man, Sheldon.

RAJ
No, it’s okay. Howard, It could be 
fun.

SHELDON
Listen to Raj, Howard. We’ll just 
play one game. Once I have 
destroyed you and taken my place 
as Emperor of the galaxy, you will 
have my permission to leave. 
Bazinga!

HOWARD
Just one game?

RAJ
Come on, Howard. Let’s play. It 
can’t be any worse than the day 
Penny is having right now.

CUT TO:
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INT. COMIC-CON HALLWAY - DAY4 4

About a half-dozen NERDS, many wearing various superhero and 
video game character costumes, are milling about. Leonard and 
Penny enter.

Penny looks amazed, excited at every costume she sees. She’s 
just happy to be there.

Leonard looks like he’s trying not to be seen with Penny.

PENNY
I’m having such a great day! I had 
no idea so many people would want 
to take their pictures with me!

LEONARD
Yeah, that sure is... perplexing.

PENNY
I thought I had really screwed up 
by wearing this costume, but 
everybody here loves it!

LEONARD
Well, don’t get too excited, 
Penny. There are a lot of people 
here and you may find that not 
everybody is a big fan of... 
royalty.

PENNY
Oh look! What a great Spiderman!

LEONARD
That’s Deadpool.

Penny doesn’t hear. She rushes off to go take a picture with 
Deadpool, then skips back. She then notices something’s off 
with Leonard.

PENNY
Oh, I’m sorry Leonard. Did you 
want to get your picture taken 
with Spiderman?

LEONARD
No, because that’s not Spider-

PENNY
Aw, you haven’t taken any pictures 
at all today! Are you not proud of 
your elf costume?
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Leonard bites his lip.

PENNY (CONT’D)
Well I think it’s a great elf 
costume. Here! I want to take a 
picture with you!

Penny takes out her phone and starts posing for a selfie with 
Leonard, who resists and squirms out of the shot.

LEONARD
Penny, no! Nobody wants to take 
their picture with me! I mean, 
look at me! I’ve seen fifteen 
other Spocks since we got here and 
I’m the worst-looking one!

PENNY
But-

LEONARD
And nobody has so much as noticed 
me! They notice Queen Amidala! 
They take pictures with Queen 
Amidala! But not Spock? I thought 
we were at the world-series of 
nerd-dom! These are supposed to be 
my people! It’s like my world 
doesn’t even make sense anymore!

Penny just smiles and scoots closer to Leonard and snaps a 
picture.

LEONARD
(sad)

Stop.

Penny makes a goofy face and takes another picture. Then 
another. 

LEONARD
(starting to laugh)

Penny! Stop!

Penny keeps taking pictures, and soon Leonard is laughing 
outright. She gestures over to a group of people dressed as 
Power Rangers, beckoning them over.

PENNY
Hey, crayon-people! Come here!

The Power Rangers crowd in with Leonard and Penny, pose for a 
couple shots, then break formation.
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PINK RANGER
I like your Spock!

LEONARD
Thanks!

The Power Rangers exit. Leonard now has a huge smile on his 
face.

PENNY
See! This is fun!

LEONARD
Thanks, Penny.

PENNY
Come on, let’s go watch J.R.R. 
Tolkien eat this giant pie.

LEONARD
(Suddenly in pain)

No, it’s George R.R. ... yeah 
let’s go.

FADE OUT TO:

Another act break!

FADE IN TO:

INT. LEONARD & SHELDON’S APARTMENT - NIGHT5 5

The place is a mess. Chinese delivery containers are strewn 
about. Furniture has been knocked over. Empty two-liter soda 
bottles are lying everywhere. 

Sheldon, Howard, and Raj are still sitting around the table. 
Howard and Raj look like they haven’t slept in days, with dark 
bags under their eyes. Raj’s hair is all tangled and his 
clothes are covered in food stains. Howard is moist. 

Sheldon, by contrast, is looking just fine. 

Howard moves some pieces on the board, then sits back, 
exhausted.

SHELDON
Howard, what in the galaxy are you 
doing? By willfully vacating 
Mecatol Rex, you lose the single 
most politically important and 
strategically placed system in the 
game!

(MORE)
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SHELDON (CONT’D)
And with my turn next, you’re 
basically handing me the victory.

HOWARD
(In so much pain)

Good! It’s yours! Let me die!

SHELDON
I will not accept victory under 
these conditions. This is Mecatol 
Rex we’re talking about. You can’t 
just hand me the galaxy like this.

RAJ
For the love of all the gods, 
we’ve been playing this game for 
forty-eight hours straight! Let it 
end! Let it all end!

HOWARD
Just take it. Please, Sheldon. 
You’ve been putting it off for 
days. It’s yours, see? Look at all 
these little worlds. They’re 
yours. Isn’t that enough?

SHELDON
Total domination or nothing.

Howard and Raj break down and start bawling, holding each 
other for comfort.

CUT TO:

INT. APARTMENT LANDING - NIGHT6 6

Leonard and Penny slowly climb the stairs. They are back in 
civilian attire, their costumes stashed into the duffel bags 
they are carrying. They reach the top stop and hesitate for a 
moment.

LEONARD
Well, Penny, I had a really 
fantastic weekend. Thanks for 
tagging along.

PENNY
Any time! We should try to go 
again next year. Oh, maybe you’ll 
get scalded with nacho cheese 
again!
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LEONARD
Here’s to lightning striking 
twice!

They both laugh and then lapse into an awkward silence.

LEONARD (CONT’D)
Anyway, thank you for cheering me 
up... and showing me that it’s 
about more than just cosplay.

PENNY
And thank you for taking so many 
pictures of me and all those 
monks.

LEONARD
Monks? Penny, those were Jedi.

PENNY
Is that like a Jehovah’s witness?

Leonard laughs.

LEONARD
Close enough.

Penny leans in and gives Leonard a kiss on the cheek.

PENNY
Thanks for a great weekend.

Leonard is stunned. Penny turns, unlocks her apartment door, 
steps inside, and shuts the door behind her. 

After a few moments, Leonard also turns and unlocks his own 
door.

CUT TO:

INT. LEONARD & SHELDON’S APARTMENT - NIGHT7 7

The door opens and Leonard enters. Howard and Raj spin in 
their seats, see that their portal to freedom has been opened, 
and spring to their feet. 

RAJ
Hold that door!

LEONARD
You two are still here?

Howard and Raj sprint over to the door and exit without 
another word. Leonard watches them go, then shuts the door 
behind them. 
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He turns to Sheldon with a curious look on his face.

SHELDON
Congratulations. You just ruined 
my perfect game.

Leonard crosses to the table, sits down, and looks at the 
board.

LEONARD
You actually convinced them to 
play this?

SHELDON
Oh yes, they were quite the 
captive audience.

Sheldon smiles and holds for laughter. Leonard doesn’t laugh.

SHELDON (CONT’D)
Bazinga!

LEONARD
Well not that you care, but Comic-
Con was fabulous this year.

SHELDON
What name did they find in George 
R.R. Martin’s spoiler-pie?

LEONARD
Moon Boy.

SHELDON
Well that’s a bit of a let-down. 
Did Penny get eaten alive by 
savage trekkers?

LEONARD
Surprisingly, no. She was a hit! I 
don’t think there’s a single 
person at the convention who 
didn’t take a selfie with her. It 
just goes to show that no matter 
how much you hate something, 
terrible prequels included, there 
will always be a thousand people 
who love it.

SHELDON
Perhaps, but statistically 
speaking there are at least a 
thousand idiots for every person 
like you or I.
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LEONARD
I suppose, but it makes you 
realize that everyone’s entitled 
to their own opinion and the best 
thing to do is to just let them 
enjoy it. Why ruin the fun?

SHELDON
Tell that to Kuthrapalli and 
Wallowitz.

LEONARD
Maybe hating this game is a valid 
opinion?

SHELDON
No, they clearly missed the 
intricacies and nuance; the multi-
faceted strategy and the 
excitement of never playing the 
same game twice. If they missed 
all that, then they don’t deserve 
to have an opinion.

LEONARD
Ah. Well, have fun ruling the 
galaxy by yourself from now on, 
Sheldon.

Leonard gets up, crosses to his room, and shuts the door 
behind him.

Sheldon stares down at the game for a moment, and then speaks 
to it.

SHELDON
We don’t need them, do we?

FADE OUT.

THE END.


